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because it’s what transmits the horsepower to the blade. If 
the blade slows down, your cutting conditions will change. 

Q: What will happen if you don’t have enough tension or 
too much tension?
A: With too little tension, your belt will slip because you 

don’t have enough grip. If 
you have too much tension, it 
can also reduce the ability to 
transmit power to the blade, and 
can lead to mechanical failures.

Key Points:
• Belt tension is set by the 
amount of pounds (force) it 
takes to move the tightened belt  
a set amount of inches. 
• The setting for your particular 
sawmill can be found in the 

maintenance section of your manual.  
• An easy measurement tool that keeps your  

Wood-Mizer sawmill cutting at its peak capacity. 

Part #016309
$17.59

Red Dye
Q: What’s the purpose of the red dye?
A: The purpose is to make sure the grinding wheel is getting 
the blade completely 
sharp. Apply the red 
dye to the gullet, face 
and back of the tooth 
of the blade to take out 
the guess work of blade 
sharpening. When the 
CBN grinding wheel hits 
the gullet of the blade and 
leaves behind red dye, the grinding wheel is not matching 
the profile of the blade. To fix this, adjustments need to be 
made to the depths and angle of the grinding wheel.

Part #057791
$6.95 4oz.
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erle Reuser, just like 
other sawyers, has an 
off season. But what he 
does in his off season 

is probably a lot different than 
other sawyers.

Every spring, the 61-year 
old owner of an LT40 takes time 
from milling and cuts daffodils 
from a 4-acre ranch in Cloverdale, 
California, and then he passes them 
out to anyone who looks like they 
might need a reason to smile. 

The ranch once belonged 
to a dear friend, Merle’s 
self-proclaimed “adoptive 
grandmother,” Margaret Elizabeth 
Adams, who he used to visit when 
he was young. Each year, as the 
daffodils began to bloom, Adams 
would tell Merle to go out in the 
field and cut them all down to 

share them with others. This practice became a yearly 
tradition and continues on even after Mrs. Adam’s 
passing in 2000 at the age of 104. 

As if the longevity of this tradition isn’t amazing 
enough, the sheer  amount of the flowers is staggering. Merle 
estimates that he picked and gave away more than 12,000 
daffodils two and three years ago.  He figures that this year 
he will deliver over 8,000, which includes the 5,000 he took 
to Cloverdale High School as a symbol of remembrance for 

Courtney Davis, a student who lost 
her battle with cancer over a year 
ago at the young age of 16. Merle 
will continue to bring daffodils to 
the school as long as her family and 
friends want him to, and he certainly 
isn’t lacking for blooms. 

“If I can pick 50,000 flowers, 
I’d find places to take them. They’re 
easy to give away,” he says, and that’s 
no idle promise. He replanted over 
5,000 bulbs this year and hopes to 
have 50,000 flowers in five years. 

Taking time away from 
your sawing business isn’t what 
most people look forward to, but, 
for some people, it’s absolutely 
necessary. In Merle’s case, he’s 
passing on the legacy of Margaret 
Elizabeth Adams who, he insists 
is the true donor, despite the fact 
that he hand delivers the bunches 
of daffodils. 

Give Back
Takes Time Out to

Wood-Mizer Owner

M
Information courtesy of The Press Democrat, 
Winter blooms for Courtney, March 3, 2009.

3 Great Maintenance Tools
ood-Mizer has developed an online video 
named “Tech Talk” that answers some of your 
more common questions. This edition focuses 
on blade maintenance and features Jim Brown, 

vice president of customer service, Randy Panko, blades 
manager, Burl Tichenor, engineering manager, and John 
Storm, blades quality facilitator. 
Here are a few highlights:

Strain Gauge
Q: What is the strain gauge?
A: It’s simply a tool that clamps 
on to a blade while it’s on the 
sawmill to measure stretch. 
It converts the stretch into 
thousands of pounds per square 
inch on the blade.

Q: How can this help the customer?
A: If the customer is having 
difficulty cutting and he knows the blades are good, a 

strain guage can help 
troubleshoot any problems 
and help get the proper 
tension on a blade.

Key Points:
• Troubleshooting 
tool to improve sawing 
performance
• Measures tension applied 

to blade in PSI (pounds per square inch)
• Reads adjustments (or changes) in tension for different 

widths and thickness of saw blades.

Part #057960
$299.00

Belt Drive
Q: How important is the 
drive belt?
A: It’s definitely 
important to keep the 
drive belt tensioned 

TechTalk

L to R: Jim Brown, Randy Panko, Burl Tichenor, and 
John Storm.

For the complete Tech Talk video, go to www.woodmizer.com/techtalk. 

Merle Reuser recently donated hundreds 
of daffodils to a local high school.

Merle, shown with is son, isn’t the only 
one in the family with sawing interests.

W
by: Jenna Gehlhausen

5,000 daffodils help honor student from 
Cloverdale High School.

All prices in U.S. dollars.  Subject to change without notice.

Red Dye is only 
needed on a 
few teeth.




